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DETAILED ACTION 



This action is responsive to amendment filed December 7, 2002. 



Response to Amendment 



The examiner has acknowledged the cancellation of claims 1-8, 10, 1 1, 13 and 15-20, the 
amended claims 9, 12, and 14, and the addition of claims 21-45. 



Applicant's arguments filed December 7, 2000 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Regarding applicant argument concerning modifying the presentation format of the 
electronic message from the first message presentation format to a modified message 
presentation format, Pepe et al. teaches a method for managing communications of electronic 
messages between at least two terminal (figure 1) comprising different terminal devices such as 
cell phone (32), pager (34), telephone (26), and fax machine (24). Each of these terminal devices 
inherently transmits and receives messages in different formats. Pepe et al. also teaches 
converting text messages to synthesized speech (col. 35 lines 24-26). Pepe et al. further define 
media type as email, fax, etc (col. 6 lines 7-8). Translation of media type such as email to fax 
includes modifying the presentation format. 

Regarding applicant's argument concerning "modified message presentation format 
specified by the user", Pepe et al. teaches that the subscriber provides the network with message 
routing and delivery instructions and that the instructions are store in a subscriber profile (col. 6 
lines 22-24). The presentation format is considered controlled by the user by selecting the 
delivery option of the message as specified by the user's profile. 



Response to Arguments 
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Regarding applicant's argument concerning the modified message presentation 
corresponds to a type of terminal device other than the first terminal device, Pepe et al. teaches 
the transmission of a message from one terminal device to a different terminal device (figure 1). 
Therefore the presentation format corresponds to a type of terminal other than the first terminal 
device. 

Regarding applicant's argument concerning claim 43, Pepe et al. teaches sending 
messages between different terminal devices such as cell phone (32), pager (34), telephone (26), 
and fax machine (24). Each of these terminal devices inherently transmits and receives messages 
in different formats. Pepe et al. further teaches a media conversion to allow, for instance, an 
email message to be delivered to a fax server (col. 6 lines 3-5). An email delivers to a fax 
machine (second device) automatically appears as if it originates from a fax machine instead of a 
computer (first device for sending the email). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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Claims 9, 12, 21-45, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Pepe et 
al. U.S Patent 5742905. 

Regarding claim 9, Pepe et al. teaches a method for managing communications of 
electronic messages between at least two terminal (figure 1) comprising different terminal 
devices such as cell phone (32), pager (34), telephone (26), and fax machine (24). Each of these 
terminal devices inherently transmits and receives messages in different formats. Pepe et al. 
teaches the subscriber selects the wireline or wireless network and media format to be used for 
delivering messages (col. 6 lines 1-3), therefore the method of managing of the electronic 
message from the first presentation format (format of the sending terminal) to sending the 
modified message to the second terminal (receiving). 

Regarding claim 12, Pepe et al. teaches that the subscriber provides the network with 
message routing and delivery instructions and that the instructions are store in a subscriber 
profile (col. 6 lines 22-24). 

Regarding claim 21, Pepe et al. teaches an integrated messaging system (figure 3) 
comprising different terminal devices such as cell phone (32), pager (34), telephone (26). and fax 
machine (24). Each of these terminal devices inherently transmits and receives messages in 
different formats. The integrated messaging system further comprises a server system (col. 4 
lines 38-40) that receives electronic messages sent from one of the terminal devices and modifies 
the electronic message to appear as though sent by the other terminal device. 

Regarding claims 22-24, Pepe et al. the integrated messaging system (figure 1) shows 
devices such as a fax machine sending messages to other devices such as a pager. The 
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presentation format of these devices are different therefore the modified message presentation 
format is different from the first message presentation format. 

Regarding claims 25 and 38, Pepe et al. teaches the user profile controls the delivery of 
outgoing messages and the delivery of incoming messages (col. 6 lines 23-27). The message 
presentation format is therefore specified by the user profile (user of the first terminal). 

Regarding claim 26-28, Pepe et al. teaches the transmission of a message from one 
terminal device to a different terminal device (figure 1). Therefore the presentation format 
corresponds to a type of terminal other than the first terminal device. 

Regarding claim 29 and 39, Pepe et al. teaches the user profile controls the delivery of 
incoming messages (col. 6 lines 25-27). This is understood to mean that the user receiving a 
message determines the presentation format of the message. 

Regarding claim 30, Pepe et al. teaches a first terminal device is a wireless terminal 
device (32). 

Regarding claim 31, Pepe et al. teaches the wireless device is a pager (34). 

Regarding claim 32, Pepe et al. teaches electronic message transmitted to the wireless 
terminal by performing a summary function on the electronic message (col. 20 lines 13-14). The 
scripting agent serves the function of translating one message format to another therefore the 
summary function is inherently performed by the scripting agent. 

Regarding claim 33, Pepe et al. teaches that the subscriber provides the network with 
message routing and delivery instructions and that the instructions are store in a subscriber 
profile (col. 6 lines 22-24). Pepe et al further teaches the electronic message transmitted to the 
wireless terminal by performing a summary function on the electronic message (col. 20 lines 13- 
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14). The scripting agent serves the function of translating one message format to another 
therefore the summary function is inherently performed by the scripting agent. 

Regarding claim 34, Pepe et al. teaches a scripting agent (154) that convert text to speech 
(col. 10 lines 14-16) and a user profile (col. 6 lines 22-24). Pepe et al. further teaches the use of 
header information to send notification message to the subscriber (col. 27 lines 43-45). 

Regarding claim 35, Pepe et al. teaches the user selects the formats used for delivering 
messages (col. 6 lines 1-3). The presentation format of the received electronic message is 
therefore allowed to be of the same format as that of the sending device. 

Regarding claim 36, Pepe et al. teaches electronic message transmitted to the wireless 
terminal by performing a summary function on the electronic message (col. 20 lines 13-14). The 
scripting agent serves the function of translating one message format to another therefore the 
summary function is inherently performed by the scripting agent. 

Regarding claim 37, a server system operable in an integrated messaging system (figure 
5) for facilitating communications between a first terminal device and a second terminal device 
(figure 1). Pepe et al. teaches the terminal devices includes devices such as cell phone (32), pager 
(34), telephone (26), and fax machine (24). Each of these terminal devices inherently transmits 
and receives messages in different formats. Pepe et al. further teaches modules such as a 
PDA/PCI interface (col. 4 lines 53-55) that receive an electronic message, modules that modify a 
format of the electronic message from a first presentation format to a second format (e.g text to 
fax, col. 8 lines 47-48) as specified by the user profile (col. 8 lines 45-46). Pepe et al. further 
teaches a module that sends the electronic message in the modified message formation to the 
second terminal device (col. 10 lines 59-61). 
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Regarding claim 40-42, Pepe et al. teaches the transmission of a message from one 
terminal device to a different terminal device (figure 1). Therefore the presentation format 
corresponds to a type of terminal other than the first terminal device. 

Regarding claim 43, Pepe et al. teaches sending messages between different terminal 
devices such as cell phone (32), pager (34), telephone (26), and fax machine (24). Each of these 
terminal devices inherently transmits and receives messages in different formats. Pepe et al. 
further teaches a media conversion to allow, for instance, an email message to be delivered to a 
fax server (col 6 lines 3-5). An email delivers to a fax machine (second device) automatically 
appears as if it originates from a fax machine instead of a computer (first device for sending the 
email). 

Regarding claim 44, Pepe et al. teaches a first terminal device is a wireless terminal 
device (32). 

Regarding claim 45, Pepe et al. teaches the wireless device is a pager (34). 
Claims 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Krishan et al. U.S 
Patent 5822692. 

Regarding claim 14, by Krishan et al. teaches a computer usable medium having 
computer readable program code for managing communication of an electronic message between 
at least two terminal devices (col. 2 lines 36-41). Krishan et al. also teaches that the computer 
usable medium has email and pager circuitry (col. 2 line 48) that is therefore capable of 
accommodating a computer as a terminal device for displaying the email and a wireless terminal 
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device (pager). These terminal devices both have a different message format from each other. 
The computer readable code comprises computer code for causing a computer system to receive 
the electronic message from a sending terminal device format (col. 2 lines 57-58), computer code 
for causing a computer system to modify the sending terminal device format to a receiving 
terminal device format (col. 5 lines 15-20). 



Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vernal U Brown whose telephone number is 703-305-3864. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30 AM-5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Horabik can be reached on 703-305-4704. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-6743 for regular 
communications and 703-308-6743 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 




January 28, 2003 




